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Florida Film & Entertainment Advisory Council

1st Quarter Meeting Minutes

March 21, 2007
 21st Floor Conference Room in the Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida

The first quarter meeting for Florida Film and Entertainment Advisory Council was called to order on March 21, 2007, at 12:24 p.m., at the 21st floor conference room in the Capitol Tallahassee, Florida.

Members Present                                                Excused Members Not Present

Suzy Allen                                                            Ann Herberger 
Leslie Ann Bartlett                                               Arlene Herson
Charleene Closshey

                              Dr. Lew Klechak
Craig Hagen    



      Richard Lobo
Patrick Keating                                                     Todd Roobin
Paul Meena (Acting as Chair)                               Katie Waters                     
Alan Randolph

Melodie Shaw

Pamela Tuscany-Warren
Dr. John Welch

Lucia Fishburne

Bud Nocera/ Meridith DiSilva
Marty Wilson




      

Office of Film & Entertainment

Paul Sirmons, State Film Commissioner

Sharon Jacobs, Executive Assistant

Susan Simms, Los Angeles Liaison

Raquel Cisneros, Communications Coordinator

Natalie Edwards, Incentives Coordinator

Niki Welge, Productions Coordinator

Members of the Public Present and Made Known to the Council

Carol Bressi

Jennifer Closshey

George Cornelius

Joanne Cornelius

Dave Casserta

Scott DuPont

Carol Farrel

Brendan Farrington

Jeremy Fausterfeld

Jud French

Brad Fuller

Andrew Grayson

Tammy Green

Kara High

Michelle Marx

Jack Nealy

Kelly Page

Robert Parente

Treat Payton

Jennifer Pennypacker

John Picorny

Richard Seres

Gabe Sheheane

Carolynn Simpson

Rebecca Taylor

Eddie Thompson

Katrinka Vandeventer

Graham Winick

Micha Wright

Paul Meena, acting as chair for the meeting, called the meeting to order at 12:24 PM.
Paul Sirmons started the meeting by reading a letter to FFEAC members from Katie Waters, Chairwoman, who could not attend the meeting due to working on the production, Sydney White and the Seven Dorks, filming in Orlando, Florida and getting the state incentive.  Paul also mentioned that Todd Roobin was absent from the meeting due to Governor Charlie Crist making a set-visit to Rockett filming in Jacksonville starring Jimmy Fallon, Sharon Stone, and Tom Arnold.  
Introductions

Paul Meena welcomed everyone, took roll call, and introduced the newest members to the FFEAC, Melodie Shaw, Assistant South Region Director, Screen Actors Guild in Miami, and Pamela Tuscany-Warren, Senior Director and General Manager, Universal Studios Florida Production Group in Orlando.  Paul Meena also introduced Natalie Edwards, Incentives Coordinator, in the Office of Film and Entertainment.  All absences were excused.
Alan Randolph distributed copies of Ocean Drive Magazine to the FFEAC members and members of the public present.  This issue featured a twenty-page spread of the Superbowl in Miami and Sundance Film Festival.  

Paul Sirmons discussed and handed out the new Movie Map created by Film Florida.  He gave recognition to Jennifer Parramore, Richard Seres, and George Cornelius for their continuous, hard work on the maps.  There is discussion with Visit Florida of releasing a similar tourist, movie map for vacationers.  It would be a great marketing tool.
Paul Sirmons discussed the screening of Canvas being held at FSU Film School the following night.  The director, Joe Greco and the star, Joey Pants will be at the screening holding a Q & A afterward.  The film was shot in Ft. Lauderdale and Bill Baggs State Park. 
Craig Hagen gave a review of Media Days held in the Plaza at the Capitol on March 14 & 15.  The majority of the displays dealt with digital media.  It was very successful.  Legislators stopped by along with the Lieutenant Governor.  

Paul Sirmons gave an update on Representative Davis.  He is doing much better, currently in physical therapy and hopes to be back before the end of session. 
Future meetings

The 2nd Quarter meeting will be Friday, June 8th at 9:00 AM in Tampa at the Marriott Waterside.  Film Florida will meet on June 6th and 7th.  Their Legends Award will be held on the night of June 7th.
Old Business

Review and Approval of the Minutes

Suzy Allen motioned to accept all the minutes as written. 

It was seconded by Alan Randolph.  

There was no discussion.
MOTION PASSED.

The following minutes were approved unanimously.

11/06  FFEAC Teleconference


11/08  Independent Production Task Force Teleconference


11/09  Digital Media Task Force Teleconference


11/13  FFEAC Teleconference


11/17  FFEAC Teleconference


11/28  Independent Production Task Force Teleconference


11/28  Digital Media Task Force Teleconference 


12/01  FFEAC 4th Quarter Meeting


12/13  Digital Media Task Force Teleconference


12/13  Independent Production Task Force Teleconference


12/15  FFEAC Teleconference


01/03  Film Development Fund Exploration Task Force Teleconference


01/04  Legislative Committee Teleconference


01/09  Membership Committee Teleconference


01/22  Membership Committee Teleconference


01/31  Film Development Fund Exploration Task Force Teleconference


02/01  Legislative Committee Teleconference


02/02  Standing Rules Task Force Teleconference


02/16  Legislative Committee Teleconference
Legislative/Incentive Update

Paul Sirmons gave the Legislative/Incentive Update.  There are currently two bills.  HB 1325, which is championed by Representative Davis, and SB 96, championed by Senator Saunders.  The difference between the two bills is the amount of funding.  The house bill has $75 million total for three years while the senate has $75 million per year for three years.  The HB 1325 has one more council to go through before it goes to the house floor.  The SB 96 has two committees before it goes to the senate floor.  Paul Sirmons encouraged the public present to write to their legislators and show their support of the bills and our industry.  

Paul Sirmons went through the FFEAC incentive recommendations line by line to explain and show that 95% of the bill was written based on these recommendations from the FFEAC and public input from the many conference calls held from October through December 2006.  He also explained why some of the suggestions were slightly changed or not included in the bills.  
Paul Sirmons then went through the process of how a feature film gets a tax credit. 

He handed out Entertainment Industry Economic Development talking points on the HB 1325 and SB 96.

Paul addressed the family friendly question asked by Melodie Shaw.  Paul explained that the purchaser of a tax credit from a non- Florida based company needs to pay 5% of the sale price into a trust fund grant in OTTED.  Half of the sale will be directed to a film or digital media school in Florida.  The purchaser can select the school.  The other half stays in the grant to build a pot to use for a family-friendly film shooting in Florida.  Family-friendly means suitable to anyone five years old and older.   The FFEAC and the Film Commissioner will be used to decide on the projects submitting for the family-friendly grant.  The FFEAC will advise and the film commissioner will make the final selection.  It still needs to be flushed out and criteria established.  
Paul Sirmons mentioned that OTTED has a new Deputy Director, Keisha Rice, starting on March 26.

Status of 2006/2007 Priority List

Paul Sirmons went through the 12 priorities line-by line established by the FFEAC at the 2nd Quarter meeting in 2006.  Many of the priorities have either been completed or have had progress on them.

Standing Rules Task Force Report
The committee’s task was to decide on a set protocol when taking public comments at FFEAC meetings.  In the event many interested parties wish to speak that a quorum of FFEAC members might not be able to stay at the meeting because of travel or other concerns, the Chair may impose a three minute time limit on each speaker to insure fairness and/or ask that large groups with similar points of view select a spokesperson to represent them.  A form will also be created that public members wishing to speak may fill out at the beginning of the meeting to alert the chair to better able the managing of the meeting.  An impartial time keeper will keep track of the time.  The forms will be announced at the beginning of the meeting.  A person wishing to speak can fill out the form at anytime during the meeting.   
Discussion ensued on the specifications of the time limitations, speaker’s form, leaving it up to the discretion of the chair, and including this rule to both conference calls and quarterly meetings.     

Craig Hagen motioned that at the discretion of the chair of the FFEAC or any of the created task forces of the FFEAC, the chair has the discretion to impose a three minute time limit, and to determine the appropriate time in which the public comment will be taken, and the staff of the OFE will create a form, to be available both on-line and present at FFEAC meetings, for the public to complete in order to submit written testimony or comment or register to speak publicly to the committee.
It was seconded by Melodie Shaw.

Discussion continued on the specifics of the form and allowing the OFE the right to create the most appropriate form to fit conference calls and quarterly meetings.  

MOTION PASSED.  
Status of Talent Agency Transition Report

Tammy Green gave an update on The Association of Agents, Managers and Representatives of the Entertainment Industry (AAMREI).  She gave a brief history on the organization.  They are currently almost at fifteen members.  AAMREI does have a website and have monthly meetings.  They have discovered that only about 30% of agents in the state are licensed agents.  AAMREI met yesterday with the Deputy Secretary Andy Edwards and Tim Vicarro.  Under Secretary, Holly Benson, they seem to be interested in a public/private partnership and letting government do government and business do business and controlling your own destiny.  AAMREI will present them with a list of non-licensed agents that they discovered have been working in the state, and they agreed to send out a letter to these agents asking for voluntary compliance.  This will help bring in the income to help offset the deficit and regulate the industry.  This should help increase their membership.    
Independent Production Task Force Committee Report  
The report was given by committee chair, Melodie Shaw.  The committee has met three times since the 4th quarter meeting.   They helped to craft the new queue for independent filmmakers, which is in the bill. 

Membership Committee Report
The report was given by committee chair, Leslie Ann Bartlett.  The committee discussed vacancies, reviewed membership recommendations, discussed definitions of excused and unexcused absences, and members of distinguished honors.   There is still one more seat to fill.  It is a gubernatorial appointment.  The committee stressed the importance of a courtesy call to the OFE to state if they cannot make it to a meeting. The committee submitted names for recommendations to the Speaker, President, and Governor for vacancies in the FFEAC.  The council still needs to honor Andy Garcia, Burt Reynolds, and Governor Bush at a later day as members of distinguished honors. 
Development Fund Task Force Report
The report was given by Paul Sirmons.  There are three components that create the success of a film community: production, financing, and distribution.  Right now, the state is successful at production.  Need to increase financing and distribution to decrease our dependence on other states.  Committee has been researching different avenues for financing productions.  Committee has also been discussing ways of creating a distribution company and working with festivals highlighting Florida productions.  Key for funding is to develop relationships with banks.  
Legislative Committee Report
The report was given by the chair, Suzy Allen.  She gave a thank you to Mark Zubaly, who was the previous chair of the committee, and to Enterprise Florida.  She also mentioned Craig Hagen’s leadership with the Florida Chamber was a huge asset in to our legislation and making us a priority.  Goal for 2nd quarter meeting will be to discuss where the legislative efforts for next year need to be placed after this year’s session is finished.

Digital Media Task Force Committee Report
The report was given by the chair, Craig Hagen.  The committee has met three times since the 4th quarter meeting.  The last two meetings focused on the inclusion and creation of digital media to the incentives bill.  What they created from the teleconference calls is in the HB 1325 and SB 96 today.  Craig Hagen discussed the participants and success of Digital Media Days at the Capitol the week prior.  
Post-Secondary Institutions and Infrastructure Critical Needs Report

Melodie Shaw gave the report on behalf of Robert Parente.  He is in the process of setting up meetings with Miami Dade and other organizations and people.  It has been a slow moving process due to schedules.   
New Business
Film Florida Update

There was no update given in the absence of Todd Roobin.  Their board meeting will be tomorrow from 1-5PM. 
Mansion Event

The event starts at 5:30PM.  All the arrangements have been taken care of.

Reminder that Film Florida has their capitol day on April 18th.  
Public Comments
There were no public comments made at the close of the meeting.

Committees

Paul Meena discussed which committees could be disbanded.  The following committees were disbanded: Standing Rules Committee and the Independent Production Incentive Task Force should be morphed into a new committee.  There was a suggestion to have the Film Development Fund Exploration Task Force vote to change their name to Content Creation Development Fund Task Force.  One possible committee to consider creating is Tax Credit Monitorization Committee.  
Future Meetings

Discussion on Jacksonville hosting 3rd quarter meeting with date to-be-determined.  Discussion on South Florida hosting 4th quarter meeting with date to-be-determined. 

Paul introduced Andrew Grayson who has been working diligently on the incentives bills.  He works in the Governor’s OPB office.  

Paul received an award from DMAF, FMPTA, and Women in Film for all he has done for the entertainment industry.  

Greetings from Governor Charlie Crist and Lieutenant Governor Jeff Kottkamp

Governor Charlie Crist addressed all present at the meeting.  He discussed his visit to the Rockett set.  He discussed how strongly he feels about the film industry and his recommendation for $75 million in tax credits.  He spoke about meeting soon with John Travolta and Burt Reynolds for their support with the industry in our state.  

Lieutenant Governor Jeff Kottkamp spoke about a set visit he had made to Hoot with his family.  He mentioned how the Governor has had film on his radar since their first meeting. 

Governor thanked the room for being dedicated to the film industry in Florida.

The motion to adjourn the meeting was brought up by Craig Hagen and seconded by Suzy Allen.  Motion passed.  Paul Meena adjourned the meeting at 4:07 P.M.  
