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The fourth quarter meeting for the Florida Film and Entertainment Advisory Council (FFEAC) was called to order on December 10th, 2008 at 9:07 A.M. at the One Ocean Resort, conference room, in Atlantic Beach, Florida.

Members Present
Suzy Spang-Chair

Kelly Horton

Gus Corbella

Michelle Marx

John Welch

Alan Randolph

Leslie Bartlett

Richard Lobo

Stephen Schlow

Vivian Myrtetus

Eric Breitenbach

Melodie Shaw

Todd Roobin

Ann Herberger

Katie Waters

Pamela Warren

Governor’s Office of Film and Entertainment
Lucia Fishburne, State Film Commissioner

Susan Simms, Los Angeles Liaison

Danielle Green, Executive Assistant

Members of the Public Present and Made Known to Council

Richard Seres

Rick Harper

Craig Woods

Frank Morris

Jennifer Parramore

Bonnie King

Jeanne Cocoran
Jud French

Jeff Peel

Grace Hart

Graham Winick

Jennifer Pennypacker

Candace Barnes

Mitch Harbeson

Fred Moyse

CALL TO ORDER
Suzy Spang Allen, chair of the FFEAC, called the meeting to order at 9:07A.M. 

Roll Call
Suzy Spang Allen welcomed everyone and took roll call. All absences were excused. 

FFEAC committee assignments will remain as they are for the time being and we will revisit next year.
Schedule of Future Meetings

The upcoming 1st quarter FFEAC meeting that is usually held in Tallahassee, FL in March will be conducted via teleconference due to travel restrictions within the Governor’s Office. The meeting will still coincide with the Film Florida meetings as usual. The dates are TBD. 
Melodie Shaw made a motion to conduct the 1st quarter meeting via teleconference, Todd Roobin seconded the motion.

The 2nd quarter FFEAC meeting location and dates are TBD.

OLD BUSINESS

Review and Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the 3rd Quarter FFEAC Meeting were distributed to all council members via email prior to the meeting for approval. Vivian Myrtetus made a motion to approve the minutes and Melodie Shaw seconded the motion. The council voted on the motion to approve the minutes and the motion passed. 

Todd Roobin made a motion to approve the legislative committee meeting minutes that were distributed prior to the meeting via email and Melodie Shaw seconded the motion. The council voted and the minutes were approved. 
Employment in the Film and Entertainment Industry in FL (Rick Harper, Director of the Haas Center for Business Research and Economic Development)

-In 2007, film and entertainment related spending accounted for:

-$17.9 billion in GSP (Florida’s Gross State Product)


-$8.5 billion in personal income


-$498 million in tax revenue to Florida


- 207,800 jobs

-GSP Impact increased by 13% from 2003-2007

-For every dollar spent on a production within Florida, the state sees an additional 95 cents in impact

-Over 68,000 jobs were created directly in arts, entertainment and recreation services

-28,620 jobs in professional and technical services

-25,520 jobs in information services

-11,870 jobs in construction 

- 10,810 jobs in retail

In 2002 Florida firms within the overall film and entertainment industry generated over $4.7 billion in revenue and paid over $1.2 billion in wages. By 2007 the major component industries of motion pictures, television, commercials and music videos, and digital media saw revenues exceeding $8.5 billion, or 5.2% of US industry wide revenues. 
The estimated economic impact of the Florida Film and Entertainment Industry grew from nearly $27 billion in 2003 to $29.2 billion in 2007. The industry is currently responsible for over 207, 000 jobs in the state and generates over $497.5 million in tax revenue annually. The Gross Regional Product (GRP) generated by the industry represents 2.4% of the total state GRP. 

The final report from the Haas center will be available shortly after Christmas. 

Office of Film and Entertainment Report-Lucia Fishburne
Los Angeles Report-Susan Simms

Clients are not up to speed with the difference between fiscal year and calendar year so they think we are getting more money in January, which could be a good and bad thing. That puts pressure on what happens this fiscal year so we’re going to have to get really creative. We are helped along with high profile shows such as Burn Notice-which was the highest rated cable television show, Marley and Me which opens up in theaters on Christmas Day and showcases beautiful Florida. Sundance will also premiere I Love You Phillip Morris. Rebate checks are going out to production companies so that is creating a buzz right now as well. We have an advantage because the movies that are filmed in Florida showcase Florida, unlike Twilight which was filmed in Oregon but set in Forks, Washington. 
Jeff Peel briefly discussed the Dostana premiere, first Bollywood feature film shot in Miami by Darma Productions. It shot for 65 days and the crew said they had a great experience. There were over 100 crew members. Dostana featured some of India’s biggest movie stars and it was the biggest film ever released in India. Over 1000 people were in attendance at the Miami premiere and a large Indian audience came as well. Hopefully this will open the door for more Indian productions to shot in Florida as well as the flood of tourism that it brings to the state. The international film scene is becoming increasingly popular because they are less reliant on the incentive. 
Music Recording Industry Task Force-Vivian Myrtetus

There were four main areas of focus that Governor Crist asked for the Music Task Force to focus on: 

·        Preserving our music heritage, promoting continued creativity, and assisting the state’s music industry in reaching its full potential.

·        Identifying and promoting existing resources and establishing new ways to showcase Florida music and talent.

·        Protecting the entrepreneurial products created by lawful producers of sound/audio recordings.

·        Working with the Florida Legislature and Florida Congressional delegation to improve support to the music industry.

We conducted two teleconference calls that had excellent attendance with tremendous input from individuals that called in and those that posted recommendations via the Department of State website. There were 15 people on the committee representing a wide array of areas within the music industry. The main recommendations that clearly emerged from this task force were as follows: 
1) Revise current film incentive statute to give music video productions better access to the entertainment incentive. OFE is recommending we drop the requirement to bundle productions to receive a combined threshold of $500K. The threshold should be lowered to $200K for any project. The OFE also recommends moving music videos out of the main queue of funds into the Independent Florida filmmaker queue which was a pilot last year. That queue does not experience the uptake the general queue experiences therefore there are funds available.

 

2) Continue to explore and expand partnerships and opportunities to leverage resources of other state entities such as the Department of State and Visit Florida. Example: Help Visit Florida expand the Music events web page to make it richer, more comprehensive and thus more effective at promoting Florida music events and activities that can attract tourists.

 

3) Work with the Grammy's, BMI, ASCAP, RIAA and others that have participated on the task force to better disseminate information to Florida musicians and residents on their existing programs and resources. This includes but is not limited to anti-piracy information, tools and campaigns aimed at protecting intellectual property.

 

4) Participate in an ongoing informal work group to identify a location, content and design for a portal website where information on Florida music industry resources and assets can be accessed at one place. This will also allows us to create a Florida music "brand" which can be promoted to the world.

 

5) Request that the FFEAC membership committee recommend the next two open seats on the FFEAC be filled by an individual from the music industry and an individual from the digital media industry.
-These are all very feasible and are ‘no cost’ given the current economic situation. 
 
Gus Corbella is hopeful that we can work with Recording Academy and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame to lure an annex of theirs to Florida, with a focus on Florida music and musicians.  I'm sure there is a city or group with space available that we could offer somewhere in the state.  I think the return on the investment would be great. Also hopefully we are coordinating our efforts with the Governor's Office in announcing the Task Force report.  His involvement will bring a great deal of attention to the issue.  I hope we can involve industry members and a celebrity or two.
Film Florida Update-Graham Winick

Film Florida concluded yesterday with two successful meetings. The legislative meeting had about 40 attendants and was very informative with discussion in relation to the two bills. The key initiative is the tax credit and we’re supporting Rep Precourt’s bill HB47 but we are not eliminating Rep Ambler’s bill and are willing to work with him as well. We have been working with all Florida film festivals and we were happy to see that the Fort Lauderdale Film Festival had 25 Florida films. The Burn Notice studio was threatened with eviction with the construction of a park on the water, but we successfully got the commission to vote 4:1 to allow the filming of season three of Burn Notice in their location. CAMACOL got involved as well and drew up a contract that makes all involved parties happy.  Now we want to see if we can keep the show in Miami past season three. That will give Burn Notice four to five more years to shoot in Florida.

Graham Winick also discussed all committee meetings and upcoming plans for Film Florida with attendance at upcoming festivals, marketing ideas with a possible book showcasing Florida as well as legislative initiatives. They also discussed plans for the March meetings in Tallahassee to educate legislators on the entertainment industry. There will be no Governor’s Mansion event this year, instead we’ll probably have a smaller reception. 

Legislative Report-Pamela Warren   

FFEAC Legislative Committee has held two very productive teleconference calls with regard to incentives and statute revisions. Two bills have been filed, HB43 by Representative Ambler and HB47 by Representative Precourt. HB47 is the bill that Film Florida has decided to support and that Universal is strongly supporting as well. This bill will put us back on the map. 

Suzy Allen stated that it is unprecedented that we have this attention and have two active bills for the entertainment industry and we are so excited about that and plan to support both bills.

Gus Corbella mentioned in regards to legislation this year:  I'm getting a lot of feedback, particularly from the industry, on concerns with the Ambler bill.  The concerns surround the education component of the bill and the fear that the references to education committees in the legislature would bog the bill down.   The industry seems to be more supportive of Precourt bill, which appears to be a closer work product to the Davis legislation the industry has worked on in previous years.
Today's Orlando Sentinel has a very good story on the budget cutbacks being considered due to our economic situation.  We need to remain creative in our approaches and see what incentive options are available on the local level and how we can help coordinate and advertise those to the industry.  I'd also like the group to consider making a presentation to the new Select Committee on Economic Development in the Senate (Sen. Gaetz, Chair) as to the importance of the film/music industry in FL.  I'm getting word that they will have the power to create legislation and be able to send it directly to the floor (without additional committee references), so that could be an effective way for us to make our case and quickly move our bill.
Katie Waters made a motion to accept the Legislative Committee report and move forward with backing HB 47 filed by Rep Precourt.

Todd Roobin seconded the motion. 

The Council voted and the motion passed. Eric Breitenbach and Stephen Schlow did not vote in support of backing HB47. 

Lucia Fishburne noted that staff has recommended that we monetize the existing statute as a tax credit as well since the industry is speaking and this is what they want. We are supportive of moving in the direction the industry wants to take, which is supporting HB47. We recommend everyone to look at both bills. HB 47 has no cap. The current revisions are also looking to modify the current queues. 

Michelle Marx pointed out that there was one component of Rep Ambler’s bill that she did not agree with which was hiring student interns because crew members throughout Florida will not be happy about that.
Lucia Fishburne replied by pointing out that staff feels very strongly about this aspect of Ambler’s bill, especially in the regards that people are leaving the state in order to find work. We understand the need to create jobs, but right now we’re talking about retention.  We’re not against educational components but we understand the industry is concerned about losing workforce. The second part of the educational component is a trust fund. Some people are saying this is creative but that we should keep it simple for now and focus on additional components in the future. Rep Precourt’s HB 47 is closer to the intent of what the industry wants. 

Melodie Shaw asked of we should support a bill so early instead of supporting both bills and seeing what happens?

Suzy Allen said we need to take a stance by January and HB47 is a bill that we’ve been working with for months so we do need to take a stance and support HB47.

Screen Actors Guild (Pending Strike)-Melodie Shaw

SAG is taking a strike authorization, a positive strike vote does not mean a strike, that vote lies within the board. The last 3 strike authorizations have not resulted in a strike.

Housekeeping
Richard Lobo announced that WEDU, his station, won 6 Emmy’s and 2 were for documentaries filmed in Florida.

ADJOURNMENT
Melodie Shaw made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Vivian Myrtetus seconded the motion. Motion passed. Suzy Spang Allen adjourned the meeting at 12:09PM.
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