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Office of Film and Entertainment Present:

Lucia Fishburn (State Film Commissioner)

Frank Andrews

Michelle Ramsey (OTTED)
Susan Simms
Members of the Public Present:

Joe Humphrey

Lucia Fishburn, the State Film Commissioner, began the meeting by discussing the recent budget conference committee meetings where the House first offered 9 million dollars for the upcoming budget and Senate still at $0. Document sent out that showed House offering $5 million but council staff said that was a typo. 

Michelle Ramsey, from Office of Trade, Tourism and Economic Development, sated that the budget is a high priority for the governor and that he is still standing behind the $30 million dollars that he first asked from the House and but Michelle Ramsey stated that as of this afternoon there is not going to be much deviation from House and Senate’s numbers that are out right now. Reminded everyone that the governor is on our side and our biggest champion, and now we have to direct our input towards the House and Senate.
Kelly Horton asked where we should now put the pressure in order to receive the budget that we want. Michelle Ramsey responded by saying all good contacts that you have I the Senate, now would be the perfect time to utilize them by making personal calls.

Leslie Bartlett asked Kelly Horton How does Lee Constantine play in the overall picture in Senate. And she noted he’s not on any pertinent committee. 

Larry Wringer knows film community is upset and sympathizes so therefore he would be a good person to contact as well. 

Suzy Allen noted that are major issue at hand is the fact that we have no money in the Senate and how imperative it is that we secure the Governor’s recommendation to fund our $25 million incentive at $40 million dollars, which dropped to $30 million. We currently have $9 million dollars in the House and $0 in Senate for our production incentive. 

Joe Humphrey suggested that we remind legislatures how our incentive is structured and that it’s a rebate and an economic benefit.
Governor is noted to be sticking behind the $30 million budget, which dropped fro $40 million dollars.

Lucia Fishburn discussed the committee substitute for House Bill #7111. The History of the Bill is as follows: it relates to the fact that we want an amendment to our statue regarding reversion of funds. We can utilize fiscal year funds to cross over to the upcoming year.

-We want to strike the language from the amendment. 

Our current year funding is fine; the budget goes into effect for the 2008-2009 year. 

Michelle Ramsey stated the Office of Trade, Tourism and Economic Development is supportive of the project but is resistant to modify statute.
Lucia Fishburn stated that the Governor and Lt. Governor need to include this in their negotiations and this doesn’t belong in our statute.

Todd Rubin made a motion to modify the language of the statute to comply with statutory requirements. We agree to help in future endeavors but can’t put $1.5 million in jeopardy when we don’t know what were going to end up with. (Todd Rubin withdrew his motion)

Suzy Allen made a motion to support the initiative but not attached to our incentive.

Kelly Horton seconded the motion. (unanimous vote among council and the motion was passed).

Michelle Ramsey thanked Joe for being so involved with what has been going on with the budget.

Lucia Fishburn thanked Joes a s well for all his hard wok.

Suzy Allen adjourned the meeting at 10:05 AM.

