

PENDING APPROVAL


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TELECONFERENCE
March 6, 2008, 9:30 AM

FFEAC Members Present:


FFEAC Members Not Present:
Suzy Allen





Charleene Closshey
Kelly Horton





Richard Lobo





Michelle Marx





Ann Herberger
Leslie Ann Bartlett




Alan Randolph
Todd Roobin





John Welch







Eric Breitenbach








Kathryn Waters








Melodie Shaw







Pamela Warren








Chris Hart








Frank Nocera








Al Latimer 
Office of Film & Entertainment Present:
Lucia Fishburne (State Film Commissioner)
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Lucia Fishburne, State Film Commissioner, began the meeting at 9:32 AM with discussion on the ‘Talking Points’. She stated that background for the origin of this program was due to the Governor requesting an additional $15 million for the film incentive which would bring it up from the $25 million to $40 million. She stated that there has been media questions regarding why the request in increase in the film budget especially with the huge budget cuts. Genesis is that we realize that we are switching from a long term growth of the industry standpoint to the role the film & entertainment incentive plays in this immediate economic recovery.

Lucia would like to keep the ‘Talking Points’ to a one-page document but would like it to remain a draft so that committee members may make the changes they feel necessary. Legislators are focused on bringing dollars into the State, therefore, emphasis should be on the economic impact of incentive.
Suzy Allan stated that the incentive is indeed a part of the solution toward economic recovery. The incentive may be a target this year. The governor is sending a really good message.

Todd Roobin stated that legislators do not know that the incentive is a rebate program; the State does not spend any money until said productions spend all of their qualified expenditures. 

Lucia Fishburne reiterated that the incentive is an economic recovery tool because the dollars are spent before a check from the state is cut. 

Jud French asked that the bullet point stating the fact that the incentive is paid out after dollars have been spent in Florida be highlighted and bolded. 

Lucia Fishburne welcomed committee members to send changes. 

Todd Roobin stated that we should add information on competing incentive programs. We have an opportunity to post the ‘Talking Points’ on the Filminflorida.com website. Legislative staff who are looking for supporting information will be able to access the information easily.

Lucia Fishburne agreed, and will decide where on the website to post the information.
John Dussling requested a copy of the ‘Talking Points’ once completed. 

Leslie Ann Bartlett added that larger font and shorter sentences with a space between each of the bullet points would make the ‘Talking Points’ easier to look at and digest.

Suzie Allen added that the handout be branded under FilmFlorida Logo, reiterating that it needs to be short, simple and sweet. 

Todd Roobin agreed that putting the ‘Talking Points’ under FilmFlorida letterhead instead of the Governor’s letterhead would be better because it comes from the industry. 

Lucia Fishburne agreed stating that it has more impact coming from FilmFlorida, and the industry supports the government’s desire for a budget increase.
Lucia Fishburne stated that the ‘Talking Points’ as discussed with corrections should be completed by the end of the working day April 7, 2008. This is the follow up to our last meeting. This is not a bill, we are dealing with appropriation. Right now we are in the midst of additional cuts to the current year. 
Todd Roobin added that FAME will be helping to tract the legislation and inform the Governor’s office. 
Lucia Fishburne asked if David Cassarda of FAME would like to share/add regarding the ’Talking Points’ in relation to the Digital Media portion of the incentive.
You can not make it much longer or much shorter. 

Suzie Allen stated that the FFEAC does not need a motion to accept the Talking Points, but as the Legislative Committee, we can recommend to the FFEAC to accept it as our position.

Lucia Fishburne will send it out to the committee and it will get distributed as it needs to from members of the committee. E-mail changes or additions. We will be pulling together the critical dates in conjunction with the FFEAC. 

Todd Roobin stated that the governor’s budget is going through various committees; it will be interesting to see who this has been assigned to.

Kelly Horton stated that we are going to be a disadvantage with our 1st Quarter Meeting date because the recommended budget from the House and/or Senate will not be decided upon until after the meeting. Efforts should be concentrated on the Senate. It is going to be a fight. 

Lucia Fishburne agreed, adding that we have to maintain our presence. 
Todd Roobin added that it will be interesting to see what competitive incentive program’s ROI’s are and how they relate to our incentive.

Lucia Fishburne again reiterated that we don’t have information on a full year with the incentive as it exists today, so we need to focus on economic impact of the incentive as a recovery tool. 

Suzie Allen welcomed Lucia to her first official FFEAC legislative committee call as the State Film Commissioner. She moved to end the call, Kelly Horton seconded the motion.  
The call was adjourned at 9:57AM
