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Florida Film & Entertainment Advisory Council

January 8th, 2009

Teleconference Meeting

The Florida Film and Entertainment Council held a full council meeting to discuss upcoming legislation. The meeting was called to order on January 8th, 2009 at 2:04 PM via teleconference call. 

FFEAC Members Present 
Suzy Spang, Chair

Michelle Marx

Katie Waters

Melodie Shaw

Leslie Bartlett

Richard Lobo

Kelly Horton

John Welch

Vivian Myrtetus

Pamela Warren

Alan Randolph

Andra Cornelius (ex-officio)

FFEAC Members Not Present

Eric Breitenbach (Excused)

Todd Roobin (Excused)

Gus Corbella (Excused)

Anita Mitchell (Excused)

Ann Herberger (Unexcused)

Stephen Schlow (Unexcused)

Members of the Public Present
Jeanne Corcoran

Graham Winick

Katrinka VanDeventer
Candace Barnes

Tom Allen

Will McKinley

Juan Delgado

Karen Flood

Greg Casper

Dave Caserta

John McReynolds

Sunny Phillips

Leslie Krinksy

Margie Menduni
CALL TO ORDER
Suzy Allen, chair of the FFEAC, called the meeting to order at 2:04 PM. 

Suzy Allen noted that the main focus of this meeting will be legislation.

OLD BUSINESS

We did not review the revisions and staff recommendations to the existing statute. 
Lucia Fishburne clarified for the council that this is the opportunity to provide input on how we can improve the current program. We used the current statute as a starting point because that is what we’re currently working with and this allows us as staff to provide feedback on any future legislation that might impact the incentive. 

Lucia Fishburne discussed an overview of all statute recommendations and stated that most of what you’ll see is related to administrative aspects of the program. Other recommendations:

-Additions of definitions to strengthen the statute


-Deletions to duplicated information 


-Edits and deletions to renumbering throughout statute

-Added language to clarify sections 
-Added new category within the Independent Queue to clarify language regarding the maximum recommended rebate for wages. 
-Added language to limit qualified production companies to no more then 3 projects in a fiscal year to maximize the economic impact and exposure of as many companies possible.

-Audit requirements


-Marketing (end credit and/or logo)


-Withdrawal of eligibility and voluntary withdrawal


-Increased percentage of cash rebate

-Moving commercials and music videos out of Queue A to include them in the Independent Queue because this queue has more available funds. 
-Moving Digital media productions to the Independent Queue because the threshold in the main Digital Media Queue is too high

-No longer require all major post production in the state

-Changed language in the Independent Queue regarding who they can employ-either Florida residents or graduates of any Florida film school (not within any particular time frame)


-Expanded key positions in Independent Queue

-Strengthened family friendly production (added section on compliance and a reversion clause)

Pamela Warren asked how we are going to integrate the current statute recommendations into House Bill 47. 

Lucia Fishburne noted that she’s been working with both Representatives and that they both asked for recommended revisions from our office. I have informed them that I need to take the recommendations to my advisory council first, however, they have received these revisions as well. Even though the council has moved to support Representative Precourt’s bill, as a part of the Governor’s office, I have to respond to any legislation. I did not want to be in the position to support one piece of legislation over another, so with the staff recommendations to the current incentive program this puts me in the position to offer feedback for improvement to the program we have now. 
Kelly Horton informed the council that she and Lucia had a meeting with Representative Ambler after our 4th quarter meetings and that Ambler wanted to know why we didn’t support his bill. I really think we need to take a position and support Representative Ambler’s bill as well. It doesn’t hurt us in any way to support both bills, as it is a very good bill. I hope that both Representatives will meet with each other soon and come together and combine their bills. But I strongly suggest we take a position on Representative Ambler’s bill. 
Lucia Fishburne noted that they also met with Representative Precourt and both Representatives have expressed interest in receiving feedback from us as well as working together to hopefully come up with one bill. My interest is in what is going to be most successful in passing. I believe everyone is 100% behind the tax credit and is what will best make it through the session. 
Melodie Shaw asked Kelly Horton if it would be appropriate to pass a motion to support both bills. 
Kelly Horton thinks that is a good idea but should be directed at Suzy Allen-the chair.

Melodie Shaw wants to make a motion to support Ambler’s bill and to accept the OFE’s recommendations.

Suzy Allen wants to table the motion and further discuss the revisions and staff recommendations. 

Pamela Warren thinks the revision regarding the limitation towards how many projects a production company can apply for in the incentive doesn’t have enough of a definition. 

Suzy Allen clarified that the rule is for studios or production entities not for individuals. 

Pamela Warren thinks that the revision pertaining to the three picture rule needs greater definition to clarify.

Lucia Fishburne stated that we have circulated several drafts of the revisions and while we did not go into great discussion regarding the minutes at the 4th quarter meeting, it allowed us to get more input and there have been changes since then. This is the ninth draft. So we will give people time to review the newest draft, but not too much time. 

Kelly Horton explained that we can decide on a couple of areas that we need to look at, try to fix them, distribute the information via email and then try to have a quick meeting soon after to vote on the changes. 
Areas to be discussed: three picture limit and the percentage for the main Digital Media Queue

Pamela Waters asked the chair to please clarify what the next step is in regards to the recommendation document. 
Suzy Allen answered and clarified that Lucia Fishburne took note of the main areas that the council thought needed to be revisited.  She will work on those and then we will set up another meeting to go over them. The council can email recommendations to the OFE.

Jud French mentioned the fact that he is thankful for all the consideration that has been discussed for the possibility to have digital media projects incorporated into the Independent Queue. 
Kelly Horton asked if it would be possible for the council to accept the recommendations offered by the OFE with the proposed changes to the document, and suggested the time frame of a week to send any other revisions to the OFE.
Suzy Allen noted she was okay with that idea and so was Pamela Warren.

Pamela Warren made a motion to recommend these revisions along with the changes identified.

Michelle Marx seconded the motion and all council members voted in favor of the motion. 

Melodie Shaw made a motion for the council to move ahead and support both Precourt and Ambler’s bills.
Michelle Marx asked whether we discussed the portion of Representative Ambler’s bill that refers to interns being granted positions with production companies over crew members.

Melodie Shaw asked if Ambler has asked for support from the OFE as well as the FFEAC and the film industry for suggestion and input on his bill.
Lucia Fishburne noted that is correct and we want to make sure we handle all of the foundational issues first before treading into areas that were new to us. We have met with Ambler once and we hope both Representatives get together to combine their bills.

Suzy Allen: The resistance to support Ambler’s bill at the last FFEAC meeting was in part to the educational-internship component. Have there been changes to Ambler’s bill since then? 

Luca Fishburne: No there has not, but we (Lucia F and Kelly H) discussed that with Ambler and we took back to Ambler exactly what was shared at the meeting and we were open and told him that the council voted to support Precourt’s bill. We also discussed both parts of the educational component, 1) the exchange of a tax credit which was never suppose to be included in the bill but bill drafting added that in there so we know that section will be out and then 2) the extra bonus for educational partnerships which we also discussed with Frank Patterson (of FSU’s Film School) and Ambler said he was open to work with us and take into consideration all of our suggestions. One thing we brought up, which was discussed at the meeting, was the 10% extra which we heard the industry say was too much considering the off season bonus was 2% and he said he was willing to come down on that percentage. So Ambler is very willing to work with us. 
Katie Waters said one of the objections that we had was that if we had education component in this bill then the bill would have to go through many more committees.

Kelly Horton clarified that both bills have the same amount of committee references and the Haridopolos bill (Precourt’s companion) has not been referenced yet, while Senator Ring (Ambler’s companion) has been referenced. The bill will go through 5 in the House and 4 in the Senate which is a lot. We do not know which bill is going to come up first, but the timing of the two are so close. They could just pick one bill and tell them to work together because the two bills are so similar and leadership is not going to burn time working on two bills that are so much alike. And I want us to be in a position, as a council, that if they do in fact choose Ambler’s bill-what do we have to lose with supporting him especially because he’s begging us to work with him and give him suggestions. 
Pamela Warren-There was some complications to Rep Ambler’s bill that we feel would be too cumbersome and we really felt united to support HB 47 at that particular time. Staying on track and staying united is really the direction we should be taking. Rep Ambler and Precourt will work together, I am fairly certain.
Katie Waters-Has a problem with the education component and the way it is worded. How damaging is it politically to tell Ambler that were supporting Precourt’s bill?
Lucia Fishburne restated that Ambler is open to working with Precourt because he wants to get the bills through for the industry. 

Katie Waters stated her main concern is that were so concerned about offending Ambler, and as happy as I am that he is supporting our industry he didn’t ask us when he submitted the bill while Precourt has been working with us for months with what we want so it would be really bad to now turn our backs on him. 

Suzy Allen doesn’t think we’d lose anything by supporting Ambler but wants to make sure we don’t offend Precourt who has been a champion for us from the beginning.
Kelly Horton does not think we would offend Precourt because we are not taking away our support of his bill. I’d be happy to see either bill pass. Ambler is trying to help us and I think we should help him out as well and if there is anything in the bill that we do not like we call a meeting with him and tell him we oppose it.
Michelle Marx thinks both representatives wants to help us and doesn’t think supporting both bills we be offensive because they want to help us with our industry. 

Judd French-Kelly you made a comment earlier that both bills will be referenced in the same amount of committees but our concern before was that Amblers bill contained provisions that would require it to be reviewed by additional committees that the HB 43 did not have concerns with-an appropriations committee and things that would relate to the educational provisions which might cause additional committees. I’m curious as to why they have to go through the same committees. 

Kelly Horton-I am not sure how the rules committee decides how to reference bills. They probably noticed how similar they were and just decided to have the bills referenced in all the same committees. 
Kelly Horton-The committees references for both bills are as follows: in the House-economic development policy committee, economic development and community affairs council, finance and tax council, full appropriation council on education and economic development and in the Senate-commerce committee, finance and tax committee, transportation and economic development appropriations, and policy and steering on ways and means committee. Jeremy Ring’s bill has been referenced but Haridopolos has not. 

Katie Waters made a suggestion that minimally lines 511-522 would need to be removed from Ambler’s bill
Suzy Allen offered that we support Ambler’s bill conditionally noting that the industry’s priorities need to be taken into consideration. 
Kelly Horton made a motion to support Rep Amblers bill conditionally as well as Precourt’s bill.

Melodie Shaw seconded the motion.

Katie Waters asked if we can still send suggestions to Lucia after accepting the motion.

Lucia Fishburne said yes.
Kelly Horton added an amendment to the motion to revise or remove the education component from Ambler’s bill. 

Melodie Shaw seconded the amendment.

The council voted and approved the amendment. Amendment passed.

Pamela Warren voted against support of the amendment.

Kelly Horton withdrew her motion with the amendment.
Kelly Horton made a motion to support HB 43 (Ambler’s bill) based on conditions of industry priorities.

Melodie Shaw seconded the motion.

The council voted and approved the motion.

Katie Waters and Pamela Warren did not vote in support on the motion.

Kelly Horton-We will know very soon whether the representatives will combine the bills and we will keep you all posted on that.

HOUSEKEEPING
Lucia Fishburne notified the council that Sharon Jacobs, production coordinator, submitted her letter of resignation to the OFE and is in Las Vegas with her family. We have a new production coordinator, Niki Welge who has been with the OFE and we will be going through a little transition as we bring aboard a new communication/marketing coordinator.
I think we have a great situation with both representatives interested in working with us and each other and they will do what they do best. I also want to remind everyone that the Governor has not yet come out with his budget and his direction is supportive of the tax credit and he is supportive of the industry. The Governor has offered to have a round table session with key industry leaders from the major industry organizations in the state to come together and meet with the Governor and Rick Harper from the Haas Center to discuss the state of the industry. We will also invite both representatives and it will be about 30 minutes. We have three possible dates in February and we will be pulling that information together soon. This is a great opportunity and it will be followed by a press release to discuss the findings of the economic impact study which will show why this industry is so important to Florida during these tough economic times.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Sunny Phillips-Asked Lucia to send the additional staff revisions to Rep Ambler’s office once those are available. Also Rep Ambler made the point during the meeting that he wants industry input so if everyone could send their input and suggestions to Sunny Phillips that would be great. 
Katie Waters made a motion to adjourn the meeting

Kelly Horton seconded the motion

The council voted and the meeting was adjourned at 3:46PM

