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Office of Film and Entertainment Present: 
Paul Sirmons (State Film Commissioner)

Frank Andrews (Executive Assistant to the Film Commissioner)

Niki Welge (Marketing Coordinator)

Members of the Public Present:

Shannon Riley 
Larry Mitchell
Paul called the meeting to order at  
He introduces Lucia Fishburne as the new Film Commissioner as of February 20, 2008. 

Suzie, there is no agenda for this meeting. We are talking about moving forward. With the tax amendment that passed where does the film incentive stand as of now? This should be the year to say thank you. The governor has our incentive at $40 million dollars.

Paul, the governor believes the incentive is an economic recovery tool because it creates spending in the state of Florida very quickly. Basically, as soon as this money is in here it fills out very quickly and creates an economic down turn very quickly.

Todd, we need to put together a white sheet summarizes all are hard facts. The legislators like to see the hard fact, the numbers speak for themselves. 

Suzie, the activity that has taken place in central Florida has been amazing. We have not felt the effects of the strikes as much as other states. 

Paul, we are the third largest state for film schools. If our incentive goes so does our work force. This is a common argument.

Todd makes a motion to put together a paper that summarizes the facts of the ROI that we have see the past couple of years. We should state the successes of this program. Also an additional sheet showing our fierce competition.  

Paul, if there is a better way to present that then the chart form then let him know. Paul will send the chart out to all committee members.

Todd, the chart should be revised to the present date. 

Suzie, it is horrifying what other states are offering. Entire states our offering free police. New Jersey has a two year waiting list. You can get bogged down in the blur of other states.

Paul, are incentive is competitive. We have a waiting list. There are others reasons why shows want to come here so we do not have to raise our percentages. 

Shannon is it possible for me to also get a copy of the sheet. 

Paul, e-mail us through our website. We will e-mail you the chart. 

Todd, are there any other improvements to the current legislations that should be addressed? We should engage in conversation about that. This legislation is still less then a year old. 

Paul, there was a push to leave the statue alone so there was not any confusion. We could attach a little change to it. At least we are starting the conversation now so when the time comes we have everything ready and can move forward.

Todd puts it in a motion that this committee should bring it back to a full board. 

Suzie, we voted about it at the last meeting. 

Lucia, it could be really prudent to wait and not open that statute because then we will have a full year that we could come back with data from that year. If we wait we will have more data behind us. There is a lot of benefit to waiting. Everyone in agreement to wait.
Revisit Digital Media threshold and the definition of digital media and the direction their headed in for the future. 
If incentive did in fact go from $25 to $40 million their would definitely be more money to focus on music videos and commercials but as of right now there’s just not enough money to focus on those 2 areas. 

The incentive program was built on a $75 million budget.

Michelle Marx asked Paul Sirmons what commercial companies would need to come up with to qualify.

The threshold for commercials is $100,000 Florida qualified expenditure to reach a combined threshold of $500,000. When the company finishes shooting their commercials and has reached the $500,000 threshold then they fill out the proper forms and wait for their funds to be approved. 
Session starts March 4-May 2, 2008. 
Upcoming Events:

March 18-20th 2008-Film Florida meeting, FFEAC 1st Quarter Meeting, Walk the Halls Event and the Rotunda Event (Melodie Shaw in charge)

*Larry Mitchell attending on behalf of Jud French from Digital Media Alliance Florida*

Digital Media interested in participating in events during session also

Film Florida is working on getting a celebrity for the event, either Andy Garcia or Jim Carey.

April 2, 2008-(good reminder time during session) Victor Nunez inducted into the Florida Art Hall of Fame (95% chance Victor Nunez will no be showing up due to filming in New Mexico)

-He is the 2nd film Florida artist to be inducted (1st-Burt Reynolds)

April 16-17th 2008-(good reminder time near end of session) Plaza level display

April 1st-Mid May-Airport Display (Ashley Miracle in charge)

-1st side of display History of film in Florida
-other side of display-economic impact of filmmaking on Florida

Larry Mitchell “If we have access to plasmas we can make the display really compelling and raise pride:

Paul Sirmons” I Love that idea and we can also show the display at the Plaza event”
Michelle Marx stated that every legislature should get a Film Florida map if possible.

Paul explained that those maps have been distributed since the last session but agrees hat we should put something together to give to legislatures from the Office of Film and Entertainment, including possibly the map

Todd Roobin said that apart from the map, legislatures should be given exit documentation that will wow everyone will all of our facts. 

Paul Sirmons agreed that an informational handout would be a great idea 2but clarified that it can be nothing of value

Legislative Committee needs to come up with a plan to get this all done before session begins

Paul set the next meeting for February 29th, 2008 and the week after also which is March 6th just on case the committee needs it. 

February 29th is also Paul Sirmons last day as the State Film Commissioner and Lucia Fishburne the new State Film Commissioner begins work on February 20th 2008

Shannon Riley from Ocala offered her services as a volunteer if the committee even needed help

Meeting adjourned.

