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The meeting started with Carol Bressi-Cilona stating the purpose of the teleconference call, which was to go over the final draft of the Hurricane Contingency Plan for the Film Industry for productions to attach to their application when applying for production insurance, which was prepared by the Hurricane Task Force Joint Committee.
An objection was raised in regards to the “Be Prepared” section, written by the committee.  The part in question stated, “The production should be responsible for assembling disaster kits for all the cast and crew”.   Since a disaster kit is defined as 3 days of supplies of cash, fuel, personal amenities, food and water, the fear was that this would be asking a lot from production companies for their 100+ crew.  The committee agreed to amend the section so that the production companies are only required to prepare a list to hand out to the cast and crew of what they should do and need in the event of a hurricane.  All mentions of production companies distributing disaster kits throughout the plan will have to be changed as well.  
A second objection was raised about changing the front page of the plan from “Hurricane Preparedness for your Production”, which is written in bold, 36 font, to something less threatening and not highlighting hurricanes. The committee decided to leave the title as written.  It was agreed that the best thing to do would be to make sure the intro paragraph stresses the positives of Florida.  Remind the companies why they were considering shooting here in the first place.  The tone should be positive.  It was reminded that the germination of this plan came from high insurance rates being peddled to the larger production companies who were planning on coming here, which then kept them from actually coming.  A suggestion was made of adding or moving an already written paragraph underneath the intro paragraph stating that the plan had been vetted with insurance companies to create the possibility that insurance premiums can be lowered.   

The committee decided that the plan would be distributed by the local film commissioners and the Governor’s Office of Film and Entertainment.  Every local commission will make the plan specific for their area with maps, emergency numbers and other important information.  The state will do the same with state information.  The rest of the plan will be boiler plate for all to use.   Paul Sirmons stated that the plan would be made available on the Office of Film and Entertainment’s website.  It was planned to discuss distribution further at the Film Florida Commissioner Meeting scheduled next week in Key West. 

Carol Bressi-Cilona brought up the point to make sure that insurance companies know and understand that the Entertainment Industry is well versed in having guidelines for severe weather of all kinds such as blizzards, flash flooding, and snow storms, etc.  The committee agreed that they are trying to add to production companies’ body of knowledge.  If they can put hurricanes into the same category as blizzards, fires, or any other catastrophe like an earthquake, that could happen while they are out shooting, then the committee has succeeded.  

The Plan will be passed out at the FFEAC 3rd Quarter meeting scheduled for the following week in Key West.  Carol Bressi-Cilona will present the plan to council members at that meeting as well.  She will also present the plan the day before at the Film Florida Meeting where their board will vote on it.  
Carol Bressi-Cilona will send out the updated Plan to her insurance carriers for their feedback.  She has discussed the plan with St. Paul Travelers Insurance.  They said that it would help, but decisions would still be made on a case by case basis.  
The key is to change people’s perceptions about hurricanes.  Most all films go without earthquake insurance in California.  California used to require earthquake insurance, but the cost was too high and the policy was changed.  
Paul Sirmons and Carol Bressi-Cilona have sent answers to questions from insurance companies to underwriters regarding the CYE-type insurance that Visit Florida provides conventions, but no answers have been given yet.
A public question was raised about DICE (documentaries, industrials, commercials, and educational films) Insurance, and whether or not it has been affected by any of this.  Carol Bressi-Cilona stated that they have been affected in some renewals depending how large they are and how large their package is with equipment and how long they go out.  Rates have increased but not to the magnitude of films and television shows coming into Florida.  Carol Bressi-Cilona has an in house program that gives wind at the normal 5% deductible which does cover projects under $2 million.  Carol does have a call into a Completion Bond company as well to see if they can assist in this matter.  Completion bonds do not protect equipment or crew.  Currently insurance is only available through one company during hurricane season.  The largest writer and carrier in this industry, Fireman’s Fund, declined on writing any wind insurance throughout June until November.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:11A.M. 

