PENDING APPROVAL


INDEPENDENT PRODUCTION TASK FORCE TELECONFERENCE
November 28, 2006, 9:00 AM

No Members Were Present:
Members Not Present:

Rebecca O’Dell Townsend (Chair)

Ralph Clemente (non-member)

Gregg Hale (non-member)

Paul Lazarus (non-member)

Robert Parente (Film Florida)
Jennifer Parramore (Film Florida)

Jeff Peel (Film Florida)

Office of Film & Entertainment Present:
Paul Sirmons (Florida State Film Commissioner)

Sharon Jacobs (Executive Assistant to the Film Commissioner)

Members of the Public Present:

Rod Ball

Leslie Bartlett (FFEAC non-committee member)

Nelson Bettencourt

Scott DuPont

Bill Graffe

Joe Humphries

Jennifer Langston

Barbie Lus

Paul Meena (FFEAC non-committee member)

Mark Payacon

Craig Richards

Greg Richards

Todd Roobin (FFEAC non-committee member)

Gabe Shehan
Dan Springen

Barbie Veach

The meeting was called to order at 9:06 AM.
The main purpose of the conference call was to discuss ideas for the new independent filmmaker pilot program queue.  From the past three conference calls, Paul Sirmons was planning to generate the requirements and propose it to the FFEAC at their 4th quarter public meeting in Port St. Lucie.

INCETIVE:
Creating a new queue for Independent filmmakers.


Lower the threshold down to $50,000 to $100,000


Strengthening the infrastructure


-creating a website—IndieFlorida

Set aside 5% of the budget for this queue.  Worst case scenario…staying at $20 million = $1 million set aside.  No less than 11 films will be helped by this change.  These films would not qualify for the main queue which currently has a threshold of $850,000 which could be dropped down to $625,000.  

First come, first serve.

Requirements for Florida filmmakers

-Florida corporation

-Florida resident


-Florida graduate

Possible suggestion to show proof of financing.  (Need rule-making authority)

Possible suggestion to show proof of E & O insurance.  (Errors and Omissions)
Florida companies are the only ones that can use the tax credits.  Out-of-state companies need to cash out and sell it for cheaper to Florida companies while the in-state company gets the full value.  This tax credit can help out any companies in Florida.

Selling point of the state’s incentive is the turn-on investment of 7:1.  

Ireland System:

Films adapting literary works by Florida authors.

Screenplay Contest:
Supporting Florida screenplays.

Indie Film Website:


-Application process online.  Guide for filmmakers.


-Interactive.  Links to businesses, sponsors, etc.


-Suggestion to offer to pitch idea to Film Florida at their next board meeting.
Any help for the website, special abilities, or ideas/examples, please contact the Office of Film & Entertainment.

Grant Program:
Loan program—bank loans to the filmmakers.  State covers the loan.
 Florida Shorts.Com:
3 short commercials filmed to promote the geographical areas, all done with Florida infrastructure.
Urge to contact your local legislators and communicate with them the importance of Florida’s film industry.

Film Florida will be meeting on November 30, 2006 in Port St. Lucie.   www.filmfla.org
FFEAC will be meeting on December 1, 2006 in Port St. Lucie.   www.filminflorida.com
Independent Filmmaker Panel in conjunction with the Miami Short Film Festival December 2, 2006 in Miami.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:34 AM.

