PENDING APPROVAL


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TELECONFERENCE
January 4, 2007, 9:30 AM

Members Present:



Members Not Present:
Mark Zubaly (Chair)



Ann Herberger (Vice-Chair)

Paul Meena




Suzy Allen

Todd Roobin

Office of Film & Entertainment Present:
Paul Sirmons (Florida State Film Commissioner)

Susan Simms (Los Angeles Liaison)
Raquel Cisneros (Communications Coordinator)

Niki Welge (Productions Coordinator)

Members of the Public Present:

Betty Andrews

Dave Caserta

Charleene Closshey (FFEAC non-committee member)

Jacky Corcoran

Danny Davila

Scott Dupont

John Dussling

Jud French

Margie Mendini

Marsha Reese

Melodie Shaw

Gabe Shehan

Krista Soroka

Katrinka Vandeventor
Odaly Victorio

Garris Vohn

Pam Warren

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM.
Paul Sirmons stated that the purpose of this conference call was to “start building a strategy” for the incentive and this upcoming legislative session.  He also stated that the FFEAC recommended changes for the incentive have been shared with Representative Davis, and the OFE is awaiting his response.  Paul Sirmons also met with the Lt. Governor Jeff Kottkamp and shared the incentive proposed changes with him for his consideration.  Paul then turned the meeting over to the chair of the committee, Mark Zubaly.

Mark Zubaly stated the main purpose for the industry over the next few months is to pass the Tax Incentive Package to get Florida on the market of attracting more production business. It would give a permanent level to the incentive and put a somewhat of a fixed dollar on it.  The FFEAC voted in December to recommend $90 million of funding per year.  The decision will come from Senator Saunders and/or Representative Davis.  Need to get feedback from Senator Saunders and Representative Davis on the proposed package that was put together.  Nothing has come from drafting from either the House or the Senate.  Senator Saunders did file last year’s bill back in Fall ’06 as a place holder. 
The other major goal is to keep the entire industry on the same page.  This will entail regular conference calls.  

Mark Zubaly recognized that there are new members in the House and Senate that will need to be educated on the bill and the industry, and to remind the others that they voted in favor of a tax incentive last year.  
Paul Sirmons was asked to make a presentation about the entertainment industry and the incentive during the House Economic Development Committee meeting (workshop) on Thursday, January 11 from 9:30 AM to noon.  Mark Zubaly assigned committee members to speak with different members of the House committee to educate them prior to the workshop.  Materials to aid in the education will be provided (fact sheet).  It was encouraged that members of the entertainment industry come to Tallahassee and show their support at the workshop.

The film incentive is ranked #90 in the House’s “100 Ideas” book.  
On the Senate side, the focus will be placed on the Transportation and Economic Development Committee, specifically the chair, Senator Mike Fasano.  

3-4 Month Strategy:

State Film Office reserved booths for March 14 (1 table) and 15 (1/2 table) and April 18 (1 table) on the plaza level of the Capitol.  Unified brainstorming and planning.
Formal request has been submitted for a reception at the Governor’s mansion.  An informal letter has been submitted to Burt Reynolds to attend as Member of Distinguished Honor. 

Media plan to create general awareness.  Press releases.  Education.
Create a list of volunteers to come up to Tallahassee to work as a unified body.  

FACVB has “Tourism Day” in Tallahassee on February 13.  The entertainment industry might want to get involved with that and stress film induced tourism.  

Any questions, concerns, or ideas in regards to the strategy for the legislative session, the public can contact Mark Zubaly at 850-443-0243 or zub@nattally.com.  

Paul Sirmons also pointed out that Governor Crist was interviewed by Florida Trend magazine.  Governor Crist said, “Biotech is great.  I support what the Governor has done there and I think it’s a real panacea for our state.  I also think that the film industry is something we need to be much more aggressive about recruiting to Florida. Film and television.  We ought to be much more aggressive about bringing this industry to our state.  Embracing it.  It’s high paying jobs, doesn’t hurt the environment, and by the way, it promotes the state.  When it’s on the big screen and people see it or it’s on some television show, it’s an augmentation to the tourist industry in Florida.”  
http://floridatrend.com/issue/default.asp?a=6047&s=1
The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 AM.
